Shire Horse Society Australia

Breed Standard for Shire Horses

The overall horse should show the stamp of a Shire and create a picture, so the total impression of
the horse is important. Of all the heavy horses the Shire is the largest — at least 16.2 hands high but
can exceed 19 hands. Typically it is 18 hands. The Shire Horse weighs about 900kg (a ton), and is
immensely strong and powerful, but these qualities are combined with gentleness, patience and
docility.

The Shire’s heritage is as a Cart arriage, and movement, front
and behind. Its action should be™™ ced, lively ang ble. Hocks should be high off the
ground, and travel close together, wi es more po pushing into the collar.

A scale of points for the breed

Nose
Ears

Throat
Shoulder

Neck

Girth

Back Compact, strong and muscular. Should not be dipped or arched.

Ribs Round deep and well sprung.

Loins Standing well up, and roundly muscled to deliver power (must not be flat).

Fore-end Wide across the chest, with legs well under the body and well enveloped in muscle, or

action is impeded.
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Hind-quartersLong and sweeping, wide and full of muscle. Well let down towards the thighs. The tail
should be well set up and not what is known as ‘gooserumped’. Both head and tail
should be carried erect.

Ribs Round, deep, and well sprung, not flat sided.

Forelegs Should be as straight as possible, down to pastern. Set within the shoulders for
maximum tractive power.

Hindlegs Hocks should not be too far back and in line with the hind-quarters with simple width
broadside and narrow in front. Hocks should be high off the ground. ‘Puffy’ and ‘sickle’
hocks should be avoided. The leg sinews should be clean cut and hard like fine cords to
touch and well clg

Bone Of flat bone 28 ¢ asionally 32 cm (12% inches)
measurement is record lat bone is he hind stronger than spongy bone. Hocks
must be broad e for leverage.

d be wide and big around

Neck
Girth
Back
Legs

Character

Modification or Variation of Stallion Breed Standard Points for Geldings

Colour As for mares but other colours are allowed.

Height 16.2 (168 cm) hands and upwards.

Girth From 183 cm (6 ft) to 229 cm (7ft 6 inches).

Bone 23 cm (10 inches) to 26 cm (11 inches) under knee, slightly more under hock and

broadside on, of flat hard quality.
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Character A gelding should be upstanding, thick, well-balanced, very active, and a lively,
pleasurable mover. He should be full of courage and should like and be able to do a full
day’s work. Geldings weigh from 850 kg (17 cwt) to 1,000 kg (22 cwt).

THE IDEAL SHIRE

Ears, long, Neck, long in proportion
lean sharp to the body
and sensitive

Eyes should be
large, well set
and docile in
expression

Deep and oblique Round shape and good
shoulder length of rump

Head should
be long and
lean

Nose, slightly
Roman. Nostrils
thin and wide. Lips
together

Short gaskins,

Wide across Y y well muscled
the chest

Ribs should be ; A T Hocks. Wide, flat
round, deep and | e and set high
well sprung Fine, straight and ?

silky feather

Pasterns with good
length and slope

e 2ol \
Large foot, broad at heel . - b oo 3 A\. _— -

CORRECT “SET”

Cannons close

parallel and flat
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